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Michael Bruno finds meditation
in an ocean swim.
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2 S The founderof 1stdibs, Michael Bruno

makes preservation—be it antiquesyart, or
East Endlandmarks—a top priority.

54" Bynamic Duo =
Exhale Core Fusion foundders—ElfisabéfH”
,fHalfpapp and Fred DeVito provide East
Enders with the ultimate workout.

S 56 Mother Nature

Harmqiﬁa Inc’s Roxine Brown transforms
o P o . =

indigenous Hamptons foliage into serene
residential landscapes.

e 58 Swing Time
USTA Serves hostsitsfirst Pro-Am Tennis
tournamentin the Hamptons to raise funds
for young Americans with disabilities.

60 Roar of the Crowd

Join former Mets pitcher John Franco in
supporting The Max Cure Foundation at
the pediatric cancer philanthropy’s
annual summer carnival,
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1STDIBS FOUNDER MICHAEL BRUNO
BUILT AN ONLINE EMPIRE OUT OF
ANTIQUES; NOW HE'S TURNING HIS
PASSION FOR STEWARDSHIP TO HOMES.

ichael Bruno, lstdibs founder, lives life
I\/l by the book: He rereads Napoleon
Hill's Think & Graw Rich every sum-
J ““mer. “JUs to make sure I don't forget the goals
and dreams I established whenTwas 19, and
1 » Pmstill living each day to the fullestto make
_/[them] true,” savs Bruno, whose online mar-
ketplace featurks high-end antiques, estate
jeweliysand finenrt frommore than 1,500
top dealers from around the world. *Ithas
worked like a charm forme.”
Brllnofé'cnm any, which launched
in the US in the Hamptons in 2003,
now ocal:_upiaé.-r.he 10th floor of the
New York Design Center. The 33,000
square [eet of showroom is filled with
vignettes of [urniture [rom Istdibs

dealers, as well as a gallery space that ; ‘“:;’E{‘::“;‘at , o S
will be hosting an art show of Gloria K l‘-":.rf‘"

Vanderbilt’s work this fall. “It’s probably RN g‘j

the thing we are most excited to have there so A

far.” says Bruno of the show.
In 2011, Istdibs garnered 60 million page views
3 per month; allowing its dealers to accumulate nearly
r $500 millioninsales. “The thing that’s really exciting
> to me is I saw that we helped build the markel for
antique and vintage,” says Bruno. “Making products

available to a wide range of people is just going to
continue to grow those markelts.”
continued on page 52

Michael Bruno'’s
most significant
luxury online
purchase was a
vintage car he
had restored at
Aventura Motors
in Southampton,
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SOC|A|_ STUDl ES Bruno's fish

cabinet—just one @it |18 g =
the animal-themed >

objects he collects |

continued from page 51

A Colorado competitive swimmer who won the Junior Olympics,
Bruno went on to become a successful California real estate broker
with a photographic memory of blueprints. “I started selling real
estate when I was 19 because I was obsessed with houses,” says the
entrepreneur whose career path has taken him from San Francisco to
Paris to New York. “My unusual talent is that I can walk through 20
houses on a brokers’ tour and go back and draw the floor plan of
every single house. I justremember them, inside and out.”

Looking for his next challenge, Bruno taught himself much of what it
takes to buy and sell luxury merchandise online by purchasing his
prized possession—a 220SE Mercedes-Benz convertible he bought on
eBay and eventually had restored by Aventura Motors in Southampton. =
“I believe in stewardship,” says Bruno. “As a steward, I did make an x :
effort to restore the car and save it from some other fate. That’s also what I love about finding old

houses and restoring them because some of them won’t survive if you don’t put the money into them = S E C R E TS O ’:
and bring them to a state where someone sophisticated could come in and love it.” x S U CC E S S

This past November, Benchmark Capital made a substantial investment in Istdibs, and David s
Rosenblatt took over as CEO for Bruno, who still remains an active part of the company as chairman.

“The reliefis that I found stewards who can help me take the company to a place where it will optimize
the business in a much more sophisticated way,” says Bruno.

“I Teauy saw t:hat “The mor{.e we grl?tvt;r the vinta;ge mz.uket, 1l;’he better Offfwe a.;e.” p
we helped bulld the Now with a little more free time, Bruno, a self-confesse

micromanager, has returned to his real estate roots and

*on his healthy regimen
“Joe at the Green Thumb Organic Farm .
turned me onto juicing; it's my new ;
addiction. | used to have ginger,
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*any shopping regrets?
“I've seen a lot of beautiful things that |
didn’t buy, and I've seen a lot of beautiful
things that | did buy. I've seen beautiful
houses that | would have loved to have,
but | didn’t long for them—there's a
difference—so | don’t have a ‘thing that -

got away’ regret.” .

benefit. “I visually get to enjoy it, so making contributions and
helping is such a pleasure,” says Bruno, who also enjoys yoga at
Tapovana in Sag Harbor and morning coffee from Hampton

ma’rke thT ann,que purchased several New York properties to restore, including a : beet, and carrot b(::-ca.use It t_as‘Fes o .
and Uintage ” historic Georgian mansion in Tuxedo Park and a shingled A el [z e i st dr"'nkmg

¥ cottage in Southampton. He’s also committed to revitalizing the . el el SYE s
—MICHAEL BRUNO gardens of Halsey House, for which he’s planning a spring .

Coffee Company. “Stewardship is such arewarding experience
that everybody should operate a little bit as a steward in their
dailylife, even ifit’s just by picking up a piece of trash, recycling,
or by buying beautiful objects that need to be cared for and
passed on. I can’t imagine living any otherway.” H

*on routines

“| like rote. Sometimes when | swim

or do yoga I'll remind myself of my

: long-term goals and it becomes part

2 of my meditation. That’s why | keep :

rereading Hill’'s book every summer; Y
5 it’s part of my repetition.” :
: *on shopping in the :
: hamptons :
: “This past week | bought stuff at :

Laurin Copen Antiques, Ruby Beets,
and Roark Antiques Design. | have
L - friends and designers who come stay
—— 2 e N — . with me, and there are so many good
. - 4 stores in the Hamptons that | won’t
see them for two days because

. they just shop.”

 Thumb Oraanic Farm.
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